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Nordic Countries Home for the Most Ambitious Larps 
in the World 

A Book Documents a New Form of Art 
 
During the last 15 years a new and unique form of creative expression has emerged in 
the Nordic countries. This tradition of live action role-playing games, larps, combine 
elements of role-playing games with theatre and performance art into a novel 
participatory artform.  
 
Though larps have existed as a hobby at least since the late 1970s, a new movement 
has emerged in Nordic countries: The larp expression is no longer limited to escapist 
events staged in fantasy worlds, but it also tackles refugee politics, societal inequality 
and gender issues – while also continuously pushing the boundaries of the form.  
 
Now, for the first time, this tradition has been documented in the form of an art book. 
The University of Tampere game researchers Jaakko Stenros and Markus Montola 
present 30 larps through texts and hundreds of photographs. The Nordic Larp book 
illustrates both play and the culture surrounding it, telling the story of the new form of 
art. 
 
“With this book we want to showcase a vanguard movement at its peak,” says 
Stenros. “Larps and their designers address many of the issues that are hot now in 
both arts and technology, such as participation and co-creation, in a way that is 
intuitive, empowering and elegant. For a decade it was larps that readily borrowed 
from theatre and digital games, but recently flow of ideas has also reversed. 
Increasingly avant-garde theatre learns from role-playing and people with a 
background in role-playing have taken their ideas to digital games and other 
interactive media environments.” 
 
The rich cross section presented in the book includes games from medieval fantasy 
villages and steampunk starships to portrayals of contemporary refugee centres and 
surreal and symbolic artistic performances. “We are very happy to show the whole 
range of games from small and innovative projects to massive productions that 
involve tens of thousands of Euros, last several years and create collaborations with 
universities and companies”, says Montola.  
 
Jaakko Stenros and Markus Montola are researchers at University of Tampere. 
They have previously edited two books on role-playing (Playground Worlds and 
Beyond Role and Play) and authored a book on pervasive games (Pervasive Games). 
The Nordic Larp project has been supported by role-playing associations, cultural 
funds and companies that work in the field, from all the four countries. 
 
Larps are role-playing games, where the participants act out characters in a fictional 
setting. The players portray these characters bodily and immerse into their roles and 
the situation. The larpmakers prepare the location, weave the plots and often also 



create the characters the players adopt. Yet when playing starts, the players are free to 
interpret their characters any way they like and, and the event is thus co-created by all 
participants. Larps last from a few hours to a week and in the Nordic countries they 
usually have anything from a handful to a thousand players. 
 
For more information contact: 
nordic.larp@gmail.com 
Jaakko Stenros (editor, author) 
+358-40-7520515 
Markus Montola (editor, author) 
+358-44-5442445 
 
Interviews possible with the editors and individual 
chapter authors. Please contact 
nordic.larp@gmail.com for a review copy.  
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